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Effacing the traces of literary genres in Jakub Deml’s Šlépěje (Footprints) 
 

While Czech modernism, one of the most abundant and contradictive, embraces a various 

spectrum of feasible modernistic poetics, on the literary and philosophical stage appear two 

radically individualistic and distinctive authors – Ladislav Klíma and Jakub Deml. Outwardly 

antithetic, Klíma, foremost blasphemer, and Deml, disobedient priest originating from the 

circle of Catholic modernism, seem unanimous, when it comes to the choice of expressionist 

poetics and ‘rebel’ attitude towards literary genres. 

  

The intention of this paper is to present the strategies of displacing the influence of genre(s) in 

Czech modernism basing on the example of Deml’s Footprints, an amorphous, labile and 

immense form of journals, a personal silva rerum, that incorporates various forms of literary 

expression – poetry, prose, stream of (un)consciousness, fragments of letters and stylistic 

exercises along with other types of texts - newspaper clippings and polemics etc. In the 

analysis of this collage, in literal and metaphorical sense, I would like to designate and define 

the effacement strategies permeating the text itself. Drawing on Harold Bloom’s theory of the 

anxiety of influence, the study will intend to reveal applied strategies of detachment from the 

traditional praxis of genres, treated here in the terms of literary predecessor.  

 

Finally, the paper will also discuss the figure of ‘trace’ (Deml’s ‘footprint’) that is 

characterized here by its double sense – structural (intra- and intertextual – repetitions of the 

text in question itself and vestiges of other texts and) and philosophical (considered, like in 

Ernst Bloch’s works, as a metaphor of the return to the essence). 

 

Bio 

Natalia Palich, M.A. - doctoral candidate, graduate in Czech and French philology, 

specializing in Czech contemporary prose, Czech authors in exile in France and theories of 

literary space, author of several publications concerning Czech literature, co-editor of two 

monographs, Dimensions of the Category of Return in Literature (2012) and Iconicity in 
language, literature and translation (2013), participant of numerous international conferences 

(the Czech Republic, Belgium, Hungary, Switzerland etc.). 

 


